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Various Performers in
Winter

Model Flying in the Winter Cold

There’s a saying that there’s no such thing as bad weather –
only bad clothing. Aeromodellers prove that no winter is so cold
that they cannot fly.

A Memory of a Dangerous
and Amusing Situation
In the late 1960s, the nearby lake
was completely frozen on several
occasions. My brother and I,
along with several other club
members, did not miss the
opportunity to take off and land on
the ice with our motorised models.
Our engines roared loudly over
the ice – unthinkable today, but
they were not fitted with silencers
– and attractive flying manoeuvres attracted a crowd of skaters to
gather around our take-off site.
Suddenly there was a loud bang,
followed by a rumbling like
thunder. Cracks were forming in
the ice and water was seeping
through some of them. The
frightened spectators scattered
quickly in all directions. Only we
stayed back. What model pilot
would abandon a model built in
many hours of painstaking work!

During the months of February
and March, free flight models are
flown on the frozen lakes of
Scandinavia and even large
competitions are held. Where else
would we find such large and
completely level areas, free from
obstacles such as trees, houses
and power lines?
Flying with radio controlled
aeroplanes is also popular. Flying
on snow-covered airfields and
meadows is a wonderful thing.
Fascinating take-offs and landings
in a cloud of snow – especially in
the clear air that can usually only
be found on cold and dry winter
days – and flights in a blue sky
will make any winter pilot’s heart
leap. Finally, water flying in the
cold should also be mentioned.
Especially near water, a frost can
produce the most wonderful
works of art of nature.
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A Few Rules Have to Be
Followed
It goes without saying that the
local authority's instructions
regarding access onto the ice also
apply to model pilots. Radio
control systems for models are
electronic devices and due to cost
restrictions their quality rarely
complies with strict industry
standards. Low temperatures may
reduce their functionality.
Important: Make sure to check
your RC system’s function before
every flight! Internal combustion
engines are often hard to start in
temperatures below freezing and
oil is hard to remove from the
model. Electric motors tend to be
less of a problem. Do, however,
make sure that the batteries don’t
become too cold as this
significantly reduces their
performance. For take-off and
landing, propeller planes are
usually equipped with skis.
Unfortunately, steering on the
ground can be quite difficult,
depending on the texture of the
snow. Very good results have
been achieved with floats, such
as the ones used on float planes.
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